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CONFIDENTIAL OSLO 3537 

SHAPE POR POLAD 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MILL NATO, PEPR, PINT, UR, NO 
SUBJECT: SOVIETS PERSIST IN SHIP VIOLATIONS 

REF: (A) OSLO 3503, (B) OSLO 3484, (C) STATE 179869 (NOTAL), 

(D) OSLO 3245 

1 . ALL OSLO PRESS JULY 24 GAVE PROMINENT COVERAGE TO POUR 
EAST BLOC VIOLATIONS (THREE USSR SHIPS, ONE GDR SHIP) OP 
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NORWEGIAN TERRITORIAL WATERS WHICH TOOK PLACE JULY 21-23. 

THE SOVIET SHIP KANDALASJALES VIOLATED NORWEGIAN WATERS 
TWICE ON JULY 21 OPE EAST PINNMARK AND WAS PINALLY ESCORTED 
INTO INTERNATIONAL WATERS BY A NORWEGIAN NAVAL VESSEL. THE 
KANDLALSJALES HAD CLAIMED ENGINE TROUBLE. ON JULY 22, 

THE GDR 10,000 TON CARGO SHIP MANDPELD WAS OBSERVED 
WITHIN THE FOUR-MILE LIMIT NEAR NORDKYN BUT MOVED 
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INTO INTERANTIONAL WATERS BEFORE IT COULD BE INTERCEPTED. 

AND ON JULY 23 TWO SOVIET LUMBER CARRIERS ANCHORED 
IN NORWEGIAN TERRITORIAL WATERS NEAR SOEROEYA AND 
SIGNALLED THAT THEY WERE CONDUCTING AN EXERCISE AND 
WERE, IN FACT, SEEN TO BE LOWERING EQUIPMENT INTO 
THE SEA. BOTH SHIPS HAD MOVED INTO INTERNATIONAL 
WATERS BY THE TIME NORWEGIAN NAVAL VESSELS ARRIVED. 

2. THESE LATEST INCIDENTS OCCURRED SHORTLY AFTER THE 
SOVIET AMBASSADOR'S JULY 21 CALL ON FOREIGN MINISTER 
FRYDENLUND DURING WHICH, FOR THE SECOND TIME IN SEVEN 
DAYS, THEY DISCUSSED THE SOVIET VIOLATIONS OF NOR- 
WEGIAN TERRITORIAL WATERS. KIRICHENKO IS REPORTED TO 
HAVE SAID THAT THE MATTER WOULD BE TAKEN UP WITH THE 
OFFENDING SHIP CAPTAINS WHEN THEY REACHED PORT. TO 
ROUND OUT LAST WEEK'S NARRATIVE, THE 20,000 KRONER FINE 
LEVIED AGAINST THE SOVIET FREIGHTER IRTYSJLES (OSLO 3503) 

WAS PAID AND THE SHIP RELEASED FROM ITS VARDOE DETENTION. 

3. THE SEEKEND INCURSIONS HAVE LED TO WIDESPREAD SPECULATION 
AMONG MEMBERS OF THE DEFENSE AND FOREIGN AFFAIRS COMMUNITY 
(AND THE GENERAL PUBLIC) AS TO WHAT THE SOVIETS ARE UP TO. 

THE INTRODUCTION OF THE EAST GERMANS INTO 

THE DRAMA ADDED ANOTHER DIMENSION TO WHAT IS FAST BECOMING 
NUMBER ONE TOPIC OF THE OTHERWISE NEWS POOR SUMMER PERIOD. 
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4. VARIOUS THORIES FOR THE SOVIET ACTIONS ARE NOW CIRCULATING. 

ONE IS THAT THEY ARE RELATED TO THE PRESENCE IN TROMSO OF NATO'S 
STANAVFORLANT, WHICH IS DUE TO HOLD EXERCISES THIS WEEK SOUTH OF 
TROMSO (AND THEREFORE AWAY FROM THE AREA WHERE THE SHIP INCIDENTS 
HAVE OCCURRED TO DATE). MINISTER OF LOS EVENSEN HAS TOLD US 

THAT THE INCIDENTS COULD BE RELATED TO AN APPARENT HARDENING OF 
THE SOVIETS' ATTITUDE TO THE SVALBARD FISHERIES PRESERVATION ZONE 
(FPZ). AS WE HAVE REPORTED THE NORWEGIANS WERE ABLE TO INSPECT A 
NUMBER OF SOVIET SHIPS IN THE FPZ LAST MONTH. HOWEVER, ACCORDING 
TO EVENSEN THE SOVIETS HAVE RECENTLY PROTESTED SUCH INSPECTIONS 
(PERHAPS BECAUSE THEY WERE CAUGHT VIOLATING THE REGULATED MESH SIZE) 
AND THIS MAY HAVE SOME RELATIONSHIP TO THE INCIDENTS. ANOTHER 
POSSIBILITY IS THAT THE SOVIETS ARE ATTEMPTING TO RETRIEVE LOST ELEC- 
TRONIC INTELLIGENCE EQUIPMENT, WHILE OTHER OBSERVERS HAVE CHARACTER- 
IZED THE EASTERN ACTIVITIES AS CLASSIC GUNBOAT DIPLOMACY. 

FOREIGN MINISTER FRYDENLUND CONTINUES TO TRY TO KEEP A CALM LID 
ON THE SITUATION WHILE OTHER SENIOR GON OFFICIALS IN GENERAL HAVE 
REFRAINED FROM COMMENTING. 

5. ATTORNEY GENERAL DORENFELDT HAS INSTRUCTED THE POLICE 

TO GO ONE STEP BEYOND THEIR PRESENT PROCEDURES AND TO INSPECT 
FOREIGN SHIPS WHICH VIOLATE NORWEGIAN WATERS AND IF THERE IS 
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SUSPICION OF CRIMINAL ACTS THE SHIP IS TO BE SEIZED AND 
HEAVILY FINED. THE ENTIRE SUBIECT OE THE SHIP INCURSIONS IS 
TO BE TAKEN UP AT AN EARLY CABINET MEETING. 

6. COMMENT: WE CONTINUETO BE AS PUZZLED AS THE NORWEGIANS 

ABOUT THE POSSIBLE SOVIET MOTIVATION FOR THE CONTINUING VIOLATIONS. 

AS USUAL SOVIET SABRE-RATTLING, IF THAT IS WHAT IT IS, IS 

RAPIDLY BECOMING COUNTER-PRODUCTIVE TO JUDGE FROM THE RISING 

TEMPERATURE OF THE NORWEGIAN PUBLIC'S MOOD AND 

RESPONSE. ON THE FACE OF IT, THE LOST EQUIPMENT THEORY 

WOULD SEEM TO BE THE MOST PLAUSIBLE BUT ONLY IF THE ITEMS 

ADRIFT WERE OE THE MOST SOPHISTICATED AND/OR REVEALING 

TECHNOLOGY. WE WOULD WELCOME ANYONE ELSE'S THOUGHTS. 

LERNER 
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NOTE BY OC/T: REFERENCE (C) APPEARS TO BE INCORRECT. 
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